
Christ on the Cross
BTM 03-2 When Less is More (John 19) 

I. Judging Historical Narra3ve 
1. Narra5ve Embellishment 

2. Just the Facts 

3. Simple is Powerful 
A. The crucifixion accounts do not bear the earmarks of legend (mythology) 

B. Exactly how much did Jesus say on the cross? (7 brief sayings) 

II. An Eye-Witness Account 
1. John was there 

2. John describes the scene 
A. John’s physical descripDon of the seEng (John 19:16-18) 

B. John describes a conflict (v.19-22, Luke 24:17-18) 

3. John describes the people 
A. Close enough to witness the soldiers (v.23-24, Psa 22:25) 

B. Present to describe the other witnesses (v.25) 

C. Present to take up a responsibility (v.26-27) 

III. The Finish Line 
1. A biIer end (v.28, MaW 27:34, Mark 15:23, Luke 23:36, Psa 69:21) 

2. Mission accomplished (v.30, Luke 23:46) 

3. The personal touch (v.35) 

Ques.ons for Discussion 
1. If you heard an item break in the other room and came in to find your children all 
staring at you, what kinds of things are you going to look for in their individual 
explana5ons to get at the truth?  What features are you going to look for to 
determine falsehoods? 

2. Imagine this happened right before you walked out the door for a 2-week 
vaca5on, and you said “we’ll talk about it when I get back.”  How do you think the 
story would be affected by that intervening 5me? 

3. How does a room full of witnesses help ascertain the truth of the story?  How 
about if some of those witnesses really don’t like the siblings involved? 

4. Apply these criteria to historical narra5ves in scripture.  What’s the problem with 
stories that look too similar?  How about stories that are too dissimilar?   

5. Explain what we mean by “Less is More” in the narra5ve account of the cross told 
by John? 

6. What things does John tell us that help us understand what it was like standing 
there?  What makes his par5cular account so powerful? 

7. John tells us why he is wri5ng this account in v.35.  Did John accomplish his 
mission as you read the text?  How can this text help you deal with not just personal 
skep5cism but even that of others? 


