
BTM 01-2 The Invitation 
“Who/What Are You Waiting For?” (John 4) 

I. What are you Waiting For? 
1. Anticipation 
 
2. Hesitation 
 
3. Waiting for an interruption 
 
A. Waiting in order to be alone (4:7-8) 
 
B. Jesus presses the interruption (4:10) 
 
C. Waiting for the inevitable conflict (4:11-12) 
 
D. Our “Waters” are Different (4:13-14, Jer 2:13) 
 
II. Waiting for Significance 
1. Stopped cold by painful reality (4:15-19) 
 
2. What had she been waiting for? 
 

3. Disappointed is not the worst place to be 
 

III. Waiting for Salvation 
1. Waiting to be dismissed or rejected 
 
A. She is known… she knows what comes next 
 
B. How does God deal with the faithless?  (Ezek 16, Hosea) 
 
C. Why did Jesus go through Samaria?  
 
2. Waiting for a real connection with God (4:19-24) 
 
3. Waiting for a savior (Messiah) 
A. “Eucatastrophe”  
  
B. We’re all waiting for the savior 
 
4. We’re waiting for Jesus (4:26) 
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Discussion Questions 

1. Would you describe your waiting in this life as motivated more by fear or by 
anticipation?  Why? 
 
2. The woman from Samaria waited to be alone at the well.  How does her desire 
for isolation creep into our relationship with the rest of the church body? 
 
3. Jesus offers this woman cryptic “living water”.  Why do you suppose Jesus didn’t 
hold back on using confusing and deep spiritual ideas even with those seeking and 
even with religious experts (like Nikodemus)? 
 
4. Why would Jesus bring forth this woman’s life failures (and likely her sinful past)?  
It was clearly jarring to her, but why might it have been necessary to deal with that 
reality? 
 
5. Why is known failure (disillusionment with life or disappointment) a better 
launch point for spiritual success than a feeling of self-sufficiency? 

 
6. What does the interaction between Christ and this woman tell you about the 
heart of God? 
 


