
Beyond Belief 04 
God Revealed in Nature – Complexity 

I. Teleological Argument for the existence of God 
1. Origin of the argument (Psa 19:1-3) 
 
2. Probabilistic Syllogism: 
P1. Immensely complex structural functionalism is not generally observed as having 
resulted from chance (random processes) 
P2. This universe (cosmic order) is immensely complex and structurally functional. 
C. Therefore it is most probable that this universe is not the result of random 
processes. 
3. Deductive Syllogism  
P1. The complexity of this universe must be explained in terms of design, chance, or 
natural law 
P2. It cannot be explained in terms of chance or natural law. 
C Therefore it can only be explained in terms of design. 
4. The Popular Versions 
 
5. The Anthropic principle  
 

II. Non-theistic Explanations: 
1. “We’re just really lucky…” 
 
2. “This universe really isn’t all that exquisite…” 
 
3. “Natural Law Mandates It!”   
 
4. “Everything looks designed after it has transpired…”  
 
5. “there are an infinite number of dysfunctional universes…” 
 

III. Where Does This Evidence Get Us? 
1. Surely this will force people to believe! 
 
2. The Lord Doesn’t Do Compulsion 
 
3. So what do we do? (Psa 8) 

Discussion Questions 
1. Read Jude 1:22-23.  How are we being instructed to think about skeptics and our 
contact with them?  What is the warning? 
2. Consider William Paley’s watchmaker analogy.  If you were a skeptic how would 
you refute the analogy?   
3. The “anthropic principle” refers to information that appears to indicate that this 
universe seems to exist with humanity in mind… almost as if it were made for us.  
How has this set of evidences become stronger in the recent past? 
4. Respond to the skeptic’s contention that “We’re just lucky”. 
5. Respond to the skeptic’s contention that “The universe isn’t all that exquisite”. 
6. Respond to the skeptic’s contention that “It had to be this way… natural law 
mandates it”. 
7. Respond to the skeptic’s contention that “Everything looks designed after it has 
transpired… life will always find a way to exist, and then marvel at its existence”. 
8. Respond to the skeptic’s contention that “A multiverse guarantees every 
outcome, so it’s really not surprising or amazing that we find such order in this 
one”. 
9. How should these evidences be used?  Describe good application of these truths 
and perhaps some bad applications of these truths. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


