
 “Scripture02” Discussion Questions 
1. Is Bible reading without prayer a wasted effort?  Why or why not? 
2. Explain why confusion/perplexity while reading scripture may not be a bad thing. 
3. What is the best time of day for you to study scripture?  What have you found is 
a less than optimal time? 
4. What version of the Bible are you currently using?  Are you content with what 
you’re presently using or do you need/want to change up?  Why or why not? 
5. What Bible reading plan(s) have you attempted in the past?  (consider some of 
the following options Ben mentioned: 5x5x5 NT in a year, O.T. in a year, Every Word 
3-year-plan, Chronological Bible in a year, Daily Genre Bible in a year, Murray 
M’Cheyne, or Grant Horner’s system).  Do you intend to pursue any of these?  Are 
there other options that you know of or prefer? 
6. What is the benefit of incorporating an audio Bible into your daily intake of 
scripture? 
7. Why is historical context important when reading scripture?  How does failure to 
understand the setting wreck some of our modern understanding of texts?  Can you 
think of examples? 
8. Name some of the Bible’s literary styles (genres).  Why is it important to know 
what type you’re reading before you try to interpret and apply these texts? 
9. Do you mark up your Bible?  If so, how so? (texts to memorize? Indicators of 
what’s in the text? Giving your own titles?  Cross referencing? Pictures?)  What ink 
do you put in and why? 
10. Ben recommended that meditation and discussion are some of the best ways to 
retain what you’ve read.  Do you put these things into practice regularly?  If so, how 
so?  If not, how might you begin? 
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I. Setting the Table 
1. Pray Before, During, and After Your Study (1 Thes 5:17, Jas 1:5-6) 
 
2. Create Effective Study Times (Mal 1:6-8) 
 
3. Choosing a version  
 
4. Establish a plan 
 
II. Digging In 
1. From Plate to Palate (Facts first) 

1) Historical Context 
 
2) Literary Style 
 
3) Human Element (A.I.M.) 
 

2. Swallowing (Application and internalization) 
1) Pragmatic/Personal Application 
 
2) Cultural Comparison  
 
3) Strive for Objectivity 
 
4) Sharpen your sword (Mark it up) 
 
5) Memorize usable scripture and ideas 
 
6) Commentaries and lexical tools (BLB, Bible software) 

 
III. Healthy Digestion 
1. Meditate on what you’ve read (Psa 1:1-3) 
 
2. Discuss what you’re read (Col 3:16) 
 
 
 


